
Distinguishing Cackling and Canada Goose – Sibley Guides

Atlantic Canada goose Large Goose Culmen Length 2.17

36-38" long Weight 6.6-14.3 lbs

Eastern seaboard into North 

Carolina

Interior Canada goose Culmen Length 2

Weight 9.3 lbs

Giant Canada goose Culmen Length 2.13

Weight 10.8 lbs

Moffitt's Canada goose Culmen Length 1.89

Weight 8.6 lbs

Vancouver Canada goose  Culmen Length 1.73

Weight 7.5 lbs

Dusky Canada goose Culmen Length 1.97

Weight 6.4 lbs

Lesser Canada goose Culmen Length 1.65

Weight 6.7

Branta canadensis interior

light colored, with white at base of neck relatively clear and 

extending to back and forming a sharp line with black neck

 mantle somewhat browner and darker, with dark continuing 

uninterrupted to black of neck, feather edges on dorsum average 

darker, contrasting less with black of neck, breast light to medium 

grayish towards slaty gray.

Branta canadensis canadensis

 Similar in size to Atlantic

Branta canadensis parvipes

Branta canadensis maxima

Branta canadensis occidentalis

Branta canadensis fulva

Branta canadensis moffitti

 Slightly larger than Dusky

a medium large goose, 

Medium-size, 

Similar to Giant in size and color

Often very difficult to distinguish 

from Moffitt's

Very large, appearing rather pale overall, especially on underparts, 

white on cheeks tends to extend farther up sides of head than 

on Atlantics

 color, may have white markings on forehead, intermountain birds 

may have dark throat stripe.

 and darker on average, but otherwise similar in appearance.

dark overall, underparts chestnut to dark chocolate brown, feather 

borders on dorsum rather narrow, reddish brown; upper breast 

dark, merging with neck.

similar in color to Moffitt's, with pale to dusky breast.
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