
Distinguishing Cackling and Canada Goose – Sibley Guides

Richardson's cackling goose Pale Breast Culmen Length 1.54

No Neck Collar Weight 4.5 lbs

Flat head sharply 

sloping forehead

Aleutian cackling goose  Grey/Brown Breast Culmen Length 1.42

Neck Collar Weight 4 lbs

Smaller face patch head 

rather square profile 

nearly always black 

throat stripe.

Small cackling goose  Dark Purplish Breast Culmen Length 1.14

Partial Neck Collar Weight 3.1 lbs

Wide Face Patch

Taverner's cackling goose Grey Chest Culmen Length 1.46

No Neck Collar Weight 5.5 lbs

Normal Face Patch

†Bering cackling goose 

Branta hutchinsii asiatica

ExtinctExtinct

Branta hutchinsii hutchinsii

Branta hutchinsii leucopareia

Branta hutchinsii minima

Branta hutchinsii taverneri

 Similar to the Aluetian but slightly larger and lighter in color, with rounder 

head. But breast is slightly darker then the Lesser Canada

Smallest, with small bill and short neck but relatively long legs bill stubby, 

straight to convex culmen

Larger than Small Cackler. The bill short and tapers to narrow tip and a 

pointed nail

Often mixing with flocks of Lesser Canada Geese Texas and Oklahoma
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